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• Created in 2006 to “advise on the 
administration and implementation of” 
the Clean Water Legacy Act, and 
“foster coordination and cooperation” 
among agencies and others.

• Every two years, recommends how to 
spend the Clean Water Fund

Voting members (17)

• Counties (2) (Metro, Greater MN)

• Townships (1)

• Municipalities (2)

• Farm organizations (2)

• Environmental organizations (2)

• Tribal government (1)

• Business (2)

• Fishing organizations (1)

• Hunting organizations (1)

• Lakes/Streams nonprofits (1)

• Watershed districts (1)

• Soil & Water Conservation Districts (1)

Plus 6 agencies + U of M + 4 legislators (non-voting)



Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment

• Adopted 2008

• ~$1.4 billion raised since 2009 for 
clean water

• Drinking Water Requirement 
“at least five percent of the clean water 
fund must be spent only to protect 
drinking water sources” –MN Constitution, 
Article XI, Sec. 15

• We are at ~20 percent

• Runs out in 2034



The Problem We Are Trying to Solve

• More than 85% of the state’s water “impairments” 
are due to non-point sources

• Non-point pollution is the accumulation of many 
small sources

Examples

• Sediment

• Nitrogen

• Phosphorus

• E. coli

• Chloride

• Coliform



How Do We Clean Up Water?

• Test it & find source of problem 
(Monitoring, assessment & characterization)

• Make a plan to fix it (Watershed Restoration & 
Protection Strategies-WRAPS; One Watershed One Plan)

• Train people how to fix it or persuade 
landowners to act (Technical assistance)

• Set aside land where feasible (Protection 
strategies)

• “Restore” when necessary (Restoration and 
mitigation strategies)

• Measure

Precipitation & aquifer data is critical to 
prioritization!



What We Get: Surface Waters

• Intensive monitoring of all 
watersheds every ten years

• Blueprint for improvement: 
Watershed (and Groundwater) 
Restoration & Protection Strategies
(WRAPS & GRAPS)

• Locally driven comprehensive 
watershed management plans to 
prioritize projects 

• Money to fund the top priorities in 
the plans (implementation)

• Evaluation of progress
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Excerpt from Root River “One Watershed One Plan”



Drinking Water

• ~20% spent on protecting drinking water 
sources

• Monitoring, assessment, characterization
• MPCA: Ambient groundwater quality wells

• MDH: Public drinking water supply wells

• MDA: Vulnerable private well testing

• DNR: Water supply monitoring wells

• MN Geological Survey/DNR: County 
geo/groundwater atlases

• Much of this funded by Clean Water Fund



Verndale (Wadena Co)
Drinking Water Supply Management Area (DWSMA)
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Surface Water Public 
Water Supplies

in MN

10

• 23 systems statewide have 
surface water intakes

• 17 additional systems are 
interconnected to and 
dependent upon these 
surface water systems for at 
least some of their supply

• ~25% of Minnesotans rely on 
surface water for their 
drinking water



Source Water 
Assessment Area 

Example:  Mankato

11Minnesota Department of Health Drinking Water Protection | www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/dwp.html

• Intakes at Mankato are wells engineered 
to collect river water through the 
bottom of the river

• Yellow = Drinking Water Supply 
Management Area – Surface Water

• Mainly used to inventory land use 
challenges that impact drinking water 
quality for the intake (i.e. non-point 
source pollution)

• Red – Emergency Response Area

• Blue = Spill Management Area



Rural Private Drinking Water Wells

• MDA: Achieve drinking water 
standard for nitrate
(Groundwater Protection Rule)

• MDA: Support the Nitrogen 
Fertilizer Management Plan to 
promote vegetative cover and 
advanced management tools to 
protect vulnerable private wells.



CWF & Water Supply

Metro Goal: Reduce groundwater 
use by 150 million gallons/year

Met Council Efficiency Grants

• Grants for better fixtures & 
irrigation controllers

• Up to 30,000 gallons/year/house 
saved with irrigation efficiency

• Turfgrass research at U of M for 
low-maintenance turf



CWF & Water Supply

• Groundwater Management Areas 
(DNR)
• White Bear Lake/N & E Metro

• Agricultural Irrigation Efficiency
• U of M Extension Educator

• Allianz Field: Irrigation Reuse

• Contaminants of Emerging Concern
• Chemical threats; Health Department

• Well Sealing
• BWSR grants to county SWCDs



Thank you!


